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REX GEOFFREY WILLIAMS 

Condolence Motion 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.01 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of Rex Geoffrey Williams and tenders its deep 

sympathy to his family. 

Rex Geoffrey Williams was born on 9 August 1928 in Mt Lawley, the son of William Bartle Williams and 

Thelma Mildred Enid Flanders. He married Diana Borwell Pocklington at St George’s Cathedral, Perth, on 

30 August 1952. They had three children—Anne, Debbie and John.  

Tony Williams, as he became known, was educated at North Perth Primary School and Wesley College. He was 

employed as a clerk for 10 years before becoming a self-employed businessman and company director. He was a 

member of both the Western Australian Chamber of Commerce and the Confederation of West Australian 

Industry. He was also a justice of the peace, a member of Rotary and an honorary member of the Lions Club of 

Manning. 

Tony was a gifted sportsman and continued his involvement with sporting clubs throughout his life. He played 

A-grade cricket for Nedlands. He was president of the Western Australian Suburban Turf Cricket Association, 

the patron of various sporting clubs and a member of the Western Australian Cricket Association, the Nedlands 

and South Perth Cricket Clubs, Royal Perth Golf Club, South of Perth Yacht Club, Riverton–Rossmoyne 

Bowling Club and Mt Pleasant Bowling Club. In addition, he was a member of the Royal Agricultural Society of 

Western Australia and the Western Australian Club.  

Tony’s first opportunity in public office followed his election as a councillor on the Shire of Swan in 1972. His 

involvement in local government continued until 1978. A long-serving member of the Legislative Assembly, 

Tony was elected as the member for Clontarf in February 1977, forming part of the new coalition government 

led by Premier Sir Charles Court. Initially, the seat of Clontarf was considered marginal, but Tony achieved re-

election at general elections in 1980, 1983 and 1986, with some assistance over time from redistributions. He 

continued as a member until February 1989. His service as a parliamentarian included being opposition Whip 

from 1983 to 1988, a member of the Joint House Committee from 1980 to 1989, and as a member of numerous 

other committees. He was also the Western Australian delegate to the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 

conference in Saskatchewan, Canada, in 1985. 

Tony Williams made a significant contribution through his extensive and committed involvement in community 

groups and his service to governments at both the local and state level. He was certainly well known and 

supported in his local community, and a very fine representative of his community in this Parliament.  

On behalf of all members of this house, I express our condolences to his family, particularly his wife, Diana, and 

his children and grandchildren.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [12.05 pm]: I join the Premier in passing on 

the condolences of the house to the family of Rex Geoffrey Williams, otherwise known as Tony. Tony served in 

this place from 1977 to 1989. He served on a range of parliamentary committees and select committees and was 

a member of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. He had a longer-than-most career in this place and 

also fulfilled the important role of opposition Whip in the parliamentary Liberal Party. He represented the 

electorate of Clontarf, an electorate that, at least in name, no longer exists. He held a range of roles in various 

community groups in that part of Western Australia. His career was long. I do not think I knew Mr Williams. In 

any event, he had a distinguished career in Parliament. I pass on the state parliamentary Labor Party’s 

condolences to his wife and family on their loss.  

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [12.07 pm]: On behalf of 

the Western Australian National Party, I also support the condolence motion read by the Premier for Mr Rex 

Geoffrey Williams, who was born in Mt Lawley in August 1928. He attended North Perth Primary School and 

ultimately went on to Wesley College. He married Diana Borwell Pocklington on 30 August 1952 at St George’s 

Cathedral in Perth. They went on to have one son and two daughters.  

Rex enjoyed a parliamentary career of 12 years after being elected as the member for Clontarf, as both the 

Leader of the Opposition and the Premier stated. His electorate covered much of the area of South Perth, 

Melville and Canning. He mainly pursued three key issues. It is interesting that over time some of the key issues 

that successive members of Parliament have pursued have not changed a lot. The first was the expansion of 

Kwinana Freeway. There was something happening at the time. I noted in his opening speech in this place that 

he pursued the issue of compensation for those who were aggrieved by the government taking over land for the 

public good issue of transport. The second was the preservation of the Swan and Canning waterways which, 
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again, is another contemporary issue. Indeed, environmental issues are always at the fore of the minds of those in 

government. The third was adequate housing for people in his electorate. Again, that is a pressure that even 

today we find challenging.  

He was opposition Whip from 1983 until 1988. He had a range of notable achievements at the local government 

level and also in a range of organisations that did a lot of work for the community, including Rotary and the 

Lions Club of Manning. The member for Wagin was going to do this address on behalf of the National Party. 

That would have been appropriate because Rex Williams was a very keen sportsman playing A-grade cricket for 

Nedlands. He was also a member of the Western Australian Cricket Association, the Nedlands and South Perth 

Cricket Clubs, Royal Perth Golf Club, South of Perth Yacht Club, Riverton–Rossmoyne Bowling Club and Mt 

Pleasant Bowling Club. He was also president of the Western Australian Suburban Turf Cricket Association. I 

am sure the member for Wagin would have loved to endorse the fact that he had a long and strong association 

with a range of sporting fields. 

On behalf of the National Party, I express our sincere condolences to his family and friends. All those who make 

a choice to become a member of Parliament and to give time supporting their electorate deserve this level of 

congratulations and support from this place.  

The SPEAKER: Members, in order to support this motion, I ask that you stand and spend a minute in silence.  

Question passed; members standing. 

 


